
 

+ FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER + 

April 28, 2024 

 

474 ALLELUIA! JESUS IS RISEN 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Herbert F. Brokering, 1926–2009 
Tune: David N. Johnson, 1922–87 
Text: © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110020148 
Tune: © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110020148 

 
(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.) 
 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in 

the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 
(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.) 
 
P Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we are by nature sinful and unclean 

and that we have sinned against You by thought, word, and deed. Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, 
seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 



C O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us, have mercy upon us and for His 
sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and of 
Your will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to everlasting life; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only Son to die for us and for His sake 

forgives us all our sins. To those who believe on His name He gives power to become the children of God and has 

promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall be saved. Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 
C Amen. 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 

 

INTROIT Psalm 145:1–2, 8, 10, 21; antiphon: John 16:16 

P A little while, and you will see me no longer; 

C and again a little while, and you will see me. 

P I will extol you, my God and King, 

C and bless your name forever and ever. 

P Every day I will bless you 

C and praise your name forever and ever. 

P The LORD is gracious and merciful, 

C slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

P All your works shall give thanks to you, O LORD, 

C and all your saints shall bless you! 

P My mouth will speak the praise of the LORD, 

C and let all flesh bless his holy name forever and ever. 

P A little while, and you will see me no longer; 

C and again a little while, and you will see me. 
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691  FRUITFUL TREES, THE SPIRIT’S SOWING 

 

 

 
Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926 
Tune: Ralph C. Schultz, 1932 
Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110020148 
Tune: © 1980 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110020148 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

 

 
  

 
  
P O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant that we may love what You have commanded 

and desire what You promise, that among the many changes of this world our hearts may be fixed where true joys 
are found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

  

 
 

FIRST READING Acts 8:26–40 
 26An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to 
Gaza.” This is a desert place. 27And he rose and went. And there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of Candace, 
queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning, 
seated in his chariot, and he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.” 
30So Philip ran to him and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 
31And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 32Now the 
passage of the Scripture that he was reading was this: 

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter 
 and like a lamb before its shearer is silent, 
  so he opens not his mouth. 
33In his humiliation justice was denied him. 



 Who can describe his generation? 
  For his life is taken away from the earth.” 

34And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone 
else?” 35Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus. 36And as 
they were going along the road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “See, here is water! What prevents me 
from being baptized?” 38And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went down into the water, Philip and the 
eunuch, and he baptized him. 39And when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and 
the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he passed 
through he preached the gospel to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM Psalm 150; antiphon: v. 6 

A Praise the LORD! 

     Praise God in his sanctuary; 

C praise him in his mighty heavens! 

A Praise him for his mighty deeds; 

C praise him according to his excellent greatness! 

A Praise him with trumpet sound; 

C praise him with lute and harp! 

A Praise him with tambourine and dance; 

C praise him with strings and pipe! 

A Praise him with sounding cymbals; 

C praise him with loud clashing cymbals! 

A Let everything that has breath praise the LORD! 

C Praise the LORD! 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

 
 

EPISTLE 1 John 4:1–21 
 1Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, for many false prophets have 
gone out into the world. 2By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the 
flesh is from God, 3and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which 
you heard was coming and now is in the world already. 4Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, for he 
who is in you is greater than he who is in the world. 5They are from the world; therefore they speak from the world, and the 
world listens to them. 6We are from God. Whoever knows God listens to us; whoever is not from God does not listen to us. 
By this we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of error. 
 7Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. 
8Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9In this the love of God was made manifest among 
us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we have loved 
God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought 
to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us. 
 13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 14And we have seen and 
testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 15Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, 
God abides in him, and he in God. 16So we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, 
and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. 17By this is love perfected with us, so that we may 
have confidence for the day of judgment, because as he is so also are we in this world. 18There is no fear in love, but 
perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in love. 19We 
love because he first loved us. 20If anyone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love 
his brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen. 21And this commandment we have from him: 
whoever loves God must also love his brother. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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HOLY GOSPEL John 15:1–8 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth chapter. 
  

 
  
 1[Jesus said:] “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2Every branch of mine that does not bear fruit he 
takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3Already you are clean because 
of the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides 
in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in 
him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 6If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown 
away like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, and 
my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8By this my Father is glorified, that you bear 
much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
 
 

 



633 AT THE LAMB’S HIGH FEAST WE SING 

 

 

 
 
5 Mighty Victim from the sky, 

Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath You lie; 
You have conquered in the fight, 
You have brought us life and light. 
    Alleluia! 

 
6 Now no more can death appall, 

Now no more the grave enthrall; 
You have opened paradise, 
And Your saints in You shall rise. 
    Alleluia! 

 
7 Easter triumph, Easter joy! 

This alone can sin destroy; 
From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free, 
Newborn souls in You to be. 
    Alleluia! 

 
D 8 Father, who the crown shall give, 

Savior, by whose death we live, 
Spirit, guide through all our days: 
Three in One, Your name we praise. 
    Alleluia! 

Text: Latin, c. 5th–10th cent.; tr. Robert Campbell, 1814–68, alt. 
Tune: Kirchengeseng, 1566, Ivancice 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON                             “Abiding in Christ”                                          John 15:1-8 
 
P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 
C Amen. 
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OFFERING 
What a blessing to worship with you today.  Please take a moment to complete a 'My Worship' card found in the chair 
pocket in front of you.  You may either place it in the offering plate or hand it to an usher following the service. 

 

Thank you for your continuing support of the work of the Lord through Peace Lutheran Church in Arbor Vitae. If 
you would like to make a secure online offering, please visit our website at www.peacearborvitae.org or scan this 
QR code with your smartphone.   
  

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For the Church on earth, that she would be protected from all false teaching and the spirit of the Antichrist, and so 

always confess Christ come in the flesh, remaining faithful to Him, our only true God, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For God’s people, that as branches of the vine, all sin and dead works would be pruned and cut off from them; and 

that drawing life from the Son, they would continually produce the fruits of faith and good works, let us pray to the 
Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For all those in need of Baptism, that nothing would prevent them from being welcomed into God’s kingdom and 

given everlasting life, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For our president and all in authority, that they may serve honorably and in accord with God’s good order, let us pray 

to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P For all who bear the cross in suffering and affliction, especially _____________, that they would ever look to the Lord 

and so fix their hearts where true joy is found, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
P Heavenly Father, You are gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. Hear and answer our 

prayers for the sake of Jesus Christ, and Your saints shall bless You; for You live and reign with the Holy Spirit, ever 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
  
 

LORD’S PRAYER LSB 196 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 



     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 

 

 
CONCLUDING COLLECT 
P Let us pray. 

O Holy and merciful God, You have taught us the way of Your commandments. We implore You to pour out Your 
grace into our hearts. Cause it to bear fruit in us that, being ever mindful of Your mercies and Your laws, we may 
always be directed to Your will and daily increase in love toward You and one another. Enable us to resist all evil and 
to live a godly life. Help us to follow the example of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, and to walk in His steps until 
we shall possess the kingdom that has been prepared for us in heaven; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
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919 ABIDE, O DEAREST JESUS 

 

 
 
5 Abide with Your protection 

    Among us, Lord, our strength, 
Lest world and Satan fell us 
    And overcome at length. 

 
6 Abide, O faithful Savior, 

    Among us with Your love; 
Grant steadfastness and help us 
    To reach our home above. 

Text: Josua Stegmann, 1588–1632; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 
Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570–1615 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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