
FUNERAL SERVICE FOR KAREN JEAN ROSS 
April 27, 2024 

THE PROCESSION    (Please stand) 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

REMEMBRANCE OF BAPTISM 

P In Holy Baptism Karen was clothed with the robe of Christ’s righteousness that 

covered all her sin. St. Paul says: “Do you not know that all of us who have 

been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?” 

C We were buried therefore with Him by baptism into death, in order that, 

just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too 

might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with Him in a 

death like His, we shall certainly be united with Him in a resurrection like 

His. 

770  WHAT A FRIEND WE HAVE IN JESUS 

 

 

 

 
Text: Joseph M. Scriven, 1819–86 

Tune: Charles C. Converse, 1832–1918 

Text and tune: Public domain 

KYRIE 

P Lord, have mercy upon us. 

C Christ, have mercy upon us. 

 Lord, have mercy upon us. 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 

 O God of grace and mercy, we give thanks for Your loving-kindness shown to 

Karen and to all Your servants who, having finished their course in faith, now 

rest from their labors. Grant that we also may be faithful unto death and receive 

the crown of eternal life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 



PSALM                                                                          Psalm 23 

P The Lord is my shepherd; 

C I shall not want. 

P He makes me lie down in green pastures. 

C He leads me beside still waters. 

P He restores my soul. 

C He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 

P Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 

I will fear no evil, for you are with me; 

C your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

P You prepare a table before me 

in the presence of my enemies; 

C you anoint my head with oil; 

my cup overflows. 

P Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 

all the days of my life, 

C and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                 Ezekiel 34:11–16 

 11 “For thus says the Lord God: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep and 

will seek them out. 12 As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep 

that have been scattered, so will I seek out my sheep, and I will rescue them from all 

places where they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 13 And I 

will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will 

bring them into their own land. And I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by 

the ravines, and in all the inhabited places of the country. 14 I will feed them with 

good pasture, and on the mountain heights of Israel shall be their grazing land. There 

they shall lie down in good grazing land, and on rich pasture they shall feed on the 

mountains of Israel. 15 I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I myself will 

make them lie down, declares the Lord God. 16 I will seek the lost, and I will bring 

back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, and 

the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them in justice. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

EPISTLE                                                                    1 Peter 5:1–11 
1 So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the 

sufferings of Christ, as well as a partaker in the glory that is going to be revealed: 2 

shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising oversight, not under 

compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly; 
3 not domineering over those in your charge, but being examples to the flock. 4 And 

when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory. 5 

Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to the elders. Clothe yourselves, all of you, 

with humility toward one another, for “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the 

humble.” 6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the 

proper time he may exalt you, 7 casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for 

you. 8 Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a 

roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 9 Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that 

the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood throughout the 

world. 10 And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has 

called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and 

establish you. 11 To him be the dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 



VERSE 

A Alleluia, alleluia. 

 Jesus Christ is the firstborn of the dead; 

C to Him be glory and power forever. 

 Alleluia. 

HOLY GOSPEL                                              John 10:11–16, 27–30 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
11 I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 

He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf 

coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 
13 He flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 14 I am the good 

shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15 just as the Father knows me and I 

know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 And I have other sheep that 

are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there 

will be one flock, one shepherd.27 ...My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and 

they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will 

snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than 

all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand. 30 I and the Father are 

one.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

P God has made us His people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together 

in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

      And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He 

rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 

hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the 

living and the dead. 

      I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

T everlasting. Amen. 

710 THE LORD’S MY SHEPHERD, I’LL NOT WANT 

 

 



 
Text: The Psalms of David in Meeter, 1650, Edinburgh 

Tune: William Gardiner, 1770–1853 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON            “Where Comfort Is Found”        John 10:11-16, 27-30 

588  JESUS LOVES ME                                                  sts. 1, ref, 2 

 

 

 

 
Text: Anna B. Warner, 1820–1915, alt. 

Tune: William B. Bradbury, 1816–68 

Text and tune: Public domain 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P Let us pray to the Lord, our God and Father, who raised Jesus from the dead. 

P Almighty God, You have knit Your chosen people together into one 

communion in the mystical body of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Give to 

Your whole Church in heaven and on earth Your light and peace. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection may 

die to sin and rise to newness of life and so pass with Him through the gate of 

death and the grave to our joyful resurrection. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Grant that all who have been nourished by the holy body and blood of Your 

Son may be raised to immortality and incorruption to be seated with Him at 

Your heavenly banquet. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer.  

P Give to the family of Karen and to all who mourn comfort in their grief and a 

sure confidence in Your loving care that, casting all their sorrow on You, they 

may know the consolation of Your love. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Give courage and faith to the bereaved, that within the communion of Your 

Church they may have strength to meet the days ahead in the assurance of a 

holy and certain hope and in the joyful expectation of eternal life with those 

they love who have departed in the faith. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 



 P Help us, we pray, in the midst of things we cannot understand, to believe and 

find comfort in the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer.  

P Receive our thanks for Karen and for all the blessings You bestowed on her in 

this earthly life. Bring us at last to our heavenly home that with her we may see 

You face to face in the joys of paradise. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P O God of all grace, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to bring life 

and immortality to light. We give You thanks that by His death He destroyed 

the power of death and by His resurrection He opened the kingdom of heaven 

to all believers. Strengthen us in the confidence that because He lives we shall 

live also, and that neither death nor life nor things present nor things to come 

will be able to separate us from Your love, which is in Christ Jesus, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 

Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

NUNC DIMITTIS 

A “I am the resurrection and the life,” says the Lord. “He who believes in Me will 

live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in Me will never die.” 

   C  Lord, now You let Your servant go in peace; 
     Your word has been fulfilled. 
 My own eyes have seen the salvation 
     which You have prepared in the sight of every people: 
 a light to reveal You to the nations 
     and the glory of Your people Israel. 
 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
     as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

A “I am the resurrection and the life,” says the Lord. “He who believes in Me will 

live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in Me will never die.” 

CONCLUDING COLLECT 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 

 Lord God, our shepherd, You gather the lambs of Your flock into the arms of 

Your mercy and bring them home. Comfort us with the certain hope of the 

resurrection to everlasting life and a joyful reunion with those we love who 

have died in the faith; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

BENEDICAMUS 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

BENEDICTION AND DISMISSAL 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

P Let us go forth in peace, 



C in the name of the Lord. Amen. 

722 LORD, TAKE MY HAND AND LEAD ME 

 

 

 

 
Text: Julie von Hausmann, 1825–1901; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. 

Tune: P. Friedrich Silcher, 1789–1860 

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110020148 

Tune: Public domain 

 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

Funeral Service from Lutheran Service Book 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright 

© 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2024 Concordia Publishing House. 


